
Solar Farming  
in the Refinery’s 
Backyard 



• Diverse City of 107,000 
• 17 Miles Northeast of SF 
• 32 Miles of Bay Shoreline 

RICHMOND, CA 
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How can cities combine 
public power programs 
and land use authority to 
generate & build green 
power locally?  

Q. 
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What are the 
unanticipated 
challenges in 
generating & building 
green power locally? 

Q. 
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Marin Clean Energy:  
California’s Leading CCA 

Richmond’s Decision on Choice 
and Local Development 
 
Powering Local Labor  
 
Solar Farming at the Refinery 

The Story. 
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Marin Clean Energy 
Community Choice for Energy Supply 
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Our Mission 

Address climate change by 

reducing energy 
related greenhouse 
gas emissions 
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MCE 
Service 
Territory 
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How MCE Works 

Local Government 
Marin Clean Energy 

Distribution Utility 
Pacific Gas & Electric 

Customer 
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2008  
MCE formed 

170,500 customers served today 

Marin Clean Energy Makes History 

2010  
service began 

2015  
regional expansion  

2012  
Richmond joins 
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Today’s 
Energy 

Choices 
Distribution Utility 
27% Renewable 

MCE Light Green 
56% Renewable 

MCE Deep Green  
100% Renewable 

MCE Local Sol 
100% Local Solar 
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Growing 
Renewable 
Content 16 19 19 22 
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Distribution Utility MCE Light Green MCE Deep Green 

80% renewable 95% carbon-free 

Light Green Power Content Goal for 2025: 
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Energy  
Efficiency 
Programs 

$725,000 in cash 
rebates 4,900+ energy efficiency 

program participants DISTRIBUTED TO 

7-fold increase in savings in 
three years 

2.5 Million kWh 
savings 
equivalent to: 

15 Million gallons of 
water saved 
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$516 Million  
committed 

renewable 
project sites 1/2 

of the homes we 
serve per year POWERING 

Regional Impacts 
New 
Renewable 
Projects 
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12+ 
suppliers 17 energy contracts Our Power Sources 
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2,400+ California jobs 

Regional Impacts 
New Jobs 
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MCE Solar One Online 2016 
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Solar One Status 
3,400	Homes		

79	Construc3on	Jobs			3	O&M	Jobs		

3/1/16	City	Council	final	approval	
1	Year	Comple3on	
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Monthly meetings 

Local Governance 

Elected officials 

Each community 
represented by Board 
Member 
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Collaborate 
with 
neighboring 
jurisdictions 
on CCA  

2012 
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There are too many 
unknowns. How can we 
guarantee local 
projects?  
 

Q. 
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MCE does not have a 
bond rating. Richmond 
cannot commit general 
fund dollars.  

A. 
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But there’s a 
Feed-in 
Tariff 
program, 
and a local 
Board…  

A. 
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“What	is	
the	risk	of	
doing	
nothing?”	
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MCE	2015	
Outcomes	

16,979	tons		
$2.4	million	
	

3	Energy	Op3ons		
85%	Enrollment	

#1	Deep	Green	Community	
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RichmondBUILD	
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RichmondBUILD	
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What	was	carpentry…	
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…includes	green	building.	
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The	streetlight	model.	
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Project	
Outcomes	

9,000	Lights		
$600k	Savings	
	
	
	

$40k	MCE	Training		

5	Local	jobs	
$6	Million	in	Financing	
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Job	crea3on….	
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EPA	Brownfield	
Remedia3on	Grant	
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Solar	One	
Training	
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Chevron 
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Modernization 
45	
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Public Safety. 
Jobs. 
Environment. 
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Environmental  
Justice 
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Building Trades 
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Alternative 11 – No 
increase in GHG emissions 49	



$90 Million ECIA 
$35	Million	-	Promise	Scholarship	

$30	Million	-	Community	GHG	reduc3ons	

$15	Million	-	Job	training	&	Comm	Services		

$10	Million	-	60-acres	for	Solar	One	
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• CCAs make community power projects 
possible. 

• Every community has its assets. Be 
creative and leverage them.  

• Power your local labor. Require it.  

• Maximize the utility of all land. Even 
brownfields near a refinery. 

Lessons Learned 
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• Begin Solar One construction in March 2016 

• Reduce California Investor-Owned utility 
fees on CCA 

• Expand partnerships with labor for more 
local opportunities 

•  Identify more local projects 

 

Work to do… 
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Thank You! www.mceCleanEnergy.org 
www.ci.richmond.ca.us  
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